News capsules Mar to Jun 02

Environmental News capsules from <http://ens-news.com> and <http://enn.com/> news services. Mar 02 – Jun 02

***********************************************************************

RESTORE OUR DAMAGED OCEANS, COMMISSION URGED

SEATTLE, Washington, June 13, 2002 (ENS) - “We have long thought of the oceans' bounty as limitless, and of the oceans' capacity to absorb waste as infinite. We were wrong. Today, the oceans are in serious trouble," Denis Hayes told the U.S. Commission on Oceans during its Northwest regional meeting today in Seattle.

http://ens-news.com/ens/jun2002/2002-06-13-02.asp

***********************************************************************

EPA PROPOSAL COULD UNDERMINE CLEAN AIR ACT

WASHINGTON, DC, June 13, 2002 (ENS) - The Bush administration today  unveiled its long awaited, and much criticized, plan to weaken the new  source review provisions of the federal Clean Air Act. The proposal, which  includes lower emissions standards and higher trigger points for emissions  control requirements, drew instant condemnation from conservation and  public health groups.

http://ens-news.com/ens/jun2002/2002-06-13-06.asp

****************************

[Quotes – not news]

On our crowded planet there are no longer any internal affairs! -- Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn, Nobel Prize winning novelist.

For in the true nature of things, if we rightly consider, every green tree is far more glorious than if it were made of gold and silver. -- Martin Luther

The supreme reality of our time is...the vulnerability of our planet. -- John F. Kennedy, June 1963

The encounter of God and man in nature is...conceived in Judaism as a seamless web with man as the leader, and custodian, of the natural world…. It is our Jewish responsibility to put the defense of the whole of nature at the very center of our concern. -- Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, Vice President, World Jewish Congress

****************************

BRAZIL'S AMAZON DESTRUCTION DOWN BUT STILL ALARMING The rate of forest destruction of Brazil's treasured Amazon jungle fell 13.4 percent last year from a five-year peak in 2000, figures showed Tuesday, but it is still a pace that deeply troubles environmentalists.   The Amazon is a generous source of medicines for humankind and a home to up to 30 percent of the world's animal and plant life. As the world's largest rainforest, it helps sustain regional weather patterns upon which society now depends, scientists say.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06122002/reu_47513.asp

--------------------------------

EARTH SUMMIT RISKS FAILURE WITH VAPID PLEDGES An Earth Summit in South Africa in August is in danger of collapsing into vapid pledges to curb poverty and save the environment with time fast running out for any meaningful action.   Hopes for the Johannesburg summit, seeking ways to halve the number of people living in poverty by 2015 while curbing pollution, faded last week after 120 ministers failed to agree a 158-point action plan at a meeting in Indonesia.  http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06122002/reu_47517.asp

--------------------------------

CONTROL WATER POLLUTION WITH YOUR OWN RAIN GARDEN Although it comes as a surprise to many homeowners, the suburban neighborhood is a leading source of water pollution. Residential streets and driveways are inundated with oils and metals from cars and trucks, while lawns and gardens release fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides and pets deposit waste along curbsides. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, stormwater runoff from urban areas is the leading pollutant of rivers and lakes.

Source: E/The Environmental Magazine  http://enn.com/news/enn-stories/2002/06/06112002/s_47130.asp

--------------------------------

URBANIZATION THREATENS EGYPT FARM LAND, SAYS GEOLOGIST A prominent geologist warned on Sunday there would be no agricultural land left in already overpopulated Egypt in 60 years time if building continues at current rates.    "Recent satellite pictures showed that 32 percent of Egyptian agricultural land has been covered with buildings, factories, roads, and streets," said Farouk al-Baz, director of the Center for Remote Sensing at Boston University in the United States. "If this rate of development goes on there won't be one inch of agricultural land left in 60 years time," he told reporters.  http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06112002/reu_47500.asp

*******************************

NORTH AMERICA SHIFTS POLLUTION FROM AIR TO LAND

MONTREAL, Canada, May 31, 2002 (ENS) - Factories, electric utilities,  hazardous waste management facilities and coal mines in the United States  and Canada generated almost 3.4 million metric tonnes of toxic chemical  waste in 1999, shows an annual report from the Commission for Environmental  Cooperation of North America. The wastes included 269,000 tonnes of  chemicals known to cause cancer, birth defects or other reproductive problems.

The report, "Taking Stock" is based on reports submitted to the national  pollutant release and transfer registers of Canada and the U.S. by  industry, and includes data on 210 chemical substances. This year, the  study also presents the first five year analysis of pollution releases and  management.

The five year trend shows a slight overall change in the total of toxic  chemicals generated, but big changes in how those pollutants are handled.  The North American manufacturing sector's 25 percent (153,000 tonnes)  reduction in releases to air was offset by a 25 percent (33,000 tonnes)  increase in on site releases to land and a 35 percent (58,000 tonnes)  increase in off site releases, mostly to landfills.

Releases to lakes, rivers and streams also increased during this period by  26 percent (24,000 tonnes).

***********************************************************************

U.S. REPORT LINKS HUMAN ACTIONS TO GLOBAL WARMING

WASHINGTON, DC, June 3, 2002 (ENS) - For the first time, the Bush administration has linked an increase in global warming to human activities in the United States, but maintains it will not participate in the international treaty to limit global warming, the Kyoto Protocol.

http://ens-news.com/ens/jun2002/2002-06-03-02.asp

***********************************************************************

U.S. AIR POLLUTION BOOSTS CANCER RISK

WASHINGTON, DC, June 3, 2002 (ENS) - Breathing toxic chemicals in the outdoor air exposes all Americans to a lifetime cancer risk at least 10 times greater than the level considered acceptable under federal law, shows new data released by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

The complete study is available at: http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/nata

http://ens-news.com/ens/jun2002/2002-06-03-07.asp

***********************************************************************

ORGANIC FARMING YIELDS FRINGE BENEFITS

WASHINGTON, DC, June 3, 2002 (ENS) - A 21 year comparison of farming  methods has shown that organic farming produces crops that average about 20  percent smaller than crops produced using conventional methods. The study  by Swiss scientists also found that organic farmers use land far more  efficiently and with less environmental impact than other modern farmers.  http://ens-news.com/ens/jun2002/2002-06-03-06.asp

***********************************************************************

NEW CENTER A BREATH OF FRESH AIR FOR MEXICO CITY

MEXICO CITY, Mexico, June 3, 2002 (ENS) - Mexico City and the World Resources Institute have established the Center for Sustainable Transport for Mexico City to find solutions to the transport and air pollution problems in the world's second largest megacity.  http://ens-news.com/ens/jun2002/2002-06-03-01.asp

------------------------

U.S. GOVERNMENT REPORT BLAMES HUMANS FOR GLOBAL WARMING The Bush administration acknowledged for the first time that U.S. greenhouse gas emissions will increase significantly over the next two decades due mostly to human activities &#151 but again rejected an international treaty to slow global warming.   A report quietly released last week by the Environmental Protection Agency gave a surprising endorsement to what many scientists have long argued: that oil refining, power plants, and auto emissions are important causes of global warming.   http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06042002/reu_47411.asp

-------------------------------------------------------------------

CALIFORNIA SEEKS FLORIDA-STYLE DEAL ON OFFSHORE DRILLING Following a federal deal that blocks new drilling off the Florida coast, California Gov. Gray Davis recently asked the Bush Administration to extend the same protections to his state now fighting to halt more offshore oil drilling along its famous coastline.   President Bush said Wednesday the U.S. government would pay about $235 million to buy mineral rights near the Everglades and parts of the Florida coast, blocking unpopular new drilling plans and handing his brother, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, an election-year political bonanza.  http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06042002/reu_47418.asp

-------------------------------------------------------------------

ANDES DEFORESTATION THREATENS COLOMBIA'S WATER Deforestation and other human activity is gnawing away at Colombia's fragile high mountain ecosystems, which could reduce the nation's abundant supplies of fresh water by 40 percent over the next half century, a government scientist said recently.   Damage by poor farmers to the vegetation of Andean mountain moorland &#151 known as paramo &#151 reduces the ability of the soil to act as a natural reservoir gradually feeding lowland rivers, said Carlos Castano, director of Colombia's Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology, and Environmental Studies.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06042002/reu_47420.asp

-------------------------------------------------------------------

POROUS PAVING, GREEN ROOFS CAN EASE IMPACT OF DEVELOPMENT ON WATER SUPPLIES A roof that sprouts plants and a parking lot that drains rainwater like a sieve may not be signs that some maintenance work is needed. Instead, you might be looking at the latest in groundwater conservation.  Vegetation to hold water on rooftops and pavement that lets it percolate into the ground instead of racing away through storm drains are some of the latest ways environmental engineers are trying to combat sprawling development and save water tables.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06042002/ap_47426.asp

-------------------------------------------------------------------

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP PETITIONS EPA TO TAKE WEEDKILLER ATRAZINE OFF THE MARKET An environmental group asked the government Monday to ban the use of atrazine, a weedkiller commonly sprayed on cornfields and lawns.  The Natural Resources Defense Council filed a petition asking the EPA to take the chemical off the market, charging its leading manufacturer did not properly disclose that 17 workers had developed prostate cancer. The group also said the chemical had been linked to deformities in frogs.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06042002/ap_47422.asp

-------------------------------------------------------------------

NEGOTIATORS TRY TO WRAP UP EARTH SUMMIT PLAN Negotiators hunkered down in Indonesia on Monday, trying to bridge differences and agree to a plan for a U.N. summit that aims to drag millions out of poverty while protecting the environment.   Critics have predicted the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in August would be a flop unless the current Bali meeting revamped a draft agenda, which they say doesn't go far enough to help the world's 1.2 billion people living in poverty.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/06/06042002/reu_47414.asp

****************************************

MOST OIL POLLUTING THE OCEANS COMES FROM RUNOFF, RIVERS, SMALL BOATS, NOT TANKER SPILLS Leaking oil tankers produce dramatic photos, but a new study says the vast majority of the human-related petroleum released into U.S. coastal waters comes from consumers, not the ships that carry the oil. The National Research Council reported Thursday that about 29 million gallons of oil enters the oceans around North America each year as a result of human activities. Of that, the largest share, 15.6 million gallons, comes from rivers and runoff, largely from such things as street runoff, industrial waste, municipal wastewater, and wastewater from refineries. Source: Associated Press <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05242002/ap_47342.asp> 

-------------------------------------------------------------------

BUSH ADMINISTRATION TO REOPEN TO MINING AREA CONSIDERED FOR NATIONAL MONUMENT The Bush administration will open most of the 1.2 million acres of federal land in southwestern Oregon to mining claims, drawing the ire of environmentalists who say the action threatens salmon and steelhead protected by the Endangered Species Act. The area covers about 90 percent of the 1.2 million acres of Siskiyou National Forest and 152,000 acres of Bureau of Land Management land. In the waning days of the Clinton administration, then&#150Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt had imposed a two-year moratorium on new mining claims on the land; the Bush administration canceled that ban this week. Source: Associated Press <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05242002/ap_47346.asp> 

-------------------------------------------------------------------

 EPA SAYS BIGGEST POLLUTERS ARE HARD-ROCK MINING COMPANIES AND COAL-BURNING POWER PLANTS Hard-rock mining companies and coal-burning power plants are America's largest toxic polluters, responsible for nearly two-thirds of the poisonous contaminants in the nation's air and water, the Environmental Protection Agency said Thursday. In its most comprehensive inventory of pollution and its sources, the EPA said mining of hard-rock minerals &#151 gold, silver, uranium, copper, lead, zinc, and molybdenum &#151 was responsible for 3.4 billion pounds of toxic pollutants in 2000. Coal-burning electric generating plants were responsible for another 1.2 billion pounds. Source: Associated Press <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05242002/ap_47341.asp> 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SWEDEN SAYS CUT SUBSIDIES ENDANGERING ENVIRONMENT State support to coal mining and large-scale farming poses a major threat to the environment and should be cut, both in Europe and worldwide, Sweden's environment minister said on Thursday. Sweden, often in the lead on environmental and development issues, wants the Johannesburg summit on sustainable development in late August to tackle subsidies and set clear targets on issues such as clean water, bio-diversity, and poverty reduction. Source: Reuters <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05242002/reu_47335.asp>

 -------------------------------------------------------------------

PACIFIC TOO HOT FOR CORALS OF WORLD'S LARGEST REEF TOWNSVILLE, Queensland, Australia, May 23, 2002 (ENS) - Coral bleaching in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park may be the worst on record, scientists said today after the most comprehensive aerial survey ever conducted. The survey was aimed at helping unravel the implications of global warming for reef management. For full text and graphics visit: <http://ens-news.com/ens/may2002/2002L-05-23-01.html> ***********************************************************************

PACIFIC TOO HOT FOR CORALS OF WORLD'S LARGEST REEF

TOWNSVILLE, Queensland, Australia, May 23, 2002 (ENS) - Coral bleaching in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park may be the worst on record, scientists said today after the most comprehensive aerial survey ever conducted. The survey was aimed at helping unravel the implications of global warming for reef management.

http://ens-news.com/ens/may2002/2002L-05-23-01.html

***********************************************************************

WORLD FACES CRITICAL CHOICES ON ENVIRONMENT The world is at an environmental crossroads, where the choice between greed and humanity will decide the fate of millions of people for decades to come, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said on Wednesday.   "Fundamental changes are possible and required," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer told a news conference, presenting the third Global Environment Outlook report. "It would be a disaster to sit back and ignore the picture painted."

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05232002/reu_47311.asp

************************************

THIN POLAR BEARS CALLED SIGN OF GLOBAL WARMING

WASHINGTON, DC, May 16, 2002 (ENS) - Hungry polar bears are one of the early signs that global warming is impacting Arctic habitat, suggests a new study from World Wildlife Fund. The report reviews the threats faced by the world's 22,000 polar bears and highlights growing evidence that human induced climate change is the number one long term threat to the survival of the world's largest land based carnivores.

http://ens-news.com/ens/may2002/2002L-05-16-07.html

************************************

DRY RIO GRANDE POINT OF U.S./MEXICO FRICTION

SILVER CITY, New Mexico, May 17, 2002 (ENS) - The Rio Grande, the river dividing the United States from Mexico, no longer reaches the Gulf of Mexico into which it has emptied for millions of years. The water has stopped flowing due to a sandbar formed by several years of low water levels plus high water usage in drought stricken northern Mexico.  http://ens-news.com/ens/may2002/2002L-05-17-05.html

************************************

OTTAWA UNVEILS KYOTO PLAN, HINTS AT WITHDRAWAL Canada unveiled proposals Wednesday on how to ratify the Kyoto climate change protocol without crippling the economy and dropped a large hint that it could follow Washington's lead and abandon the treaty. The federal government, already deeply split over Kyoto, is under heavy pressure from energy producers and business groups to ditch what they say would be a ruinously expensive treaty. Source: Reuters <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05162002/reu_47233.asp>

************************************

INDUSTRY STILL FAILING ON ENVIRONMENT, SAYS U.N. REPORT Despite the best efforts of a minority of firms, world industry as a whole is failing to pull its weight on protecting the environment, a United Nations report concluded on Wednesday. Advances in the recycling of key materials and in car efficiency were still being outweighed by the effects of increased consumption, including a trend toward disposable products, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) found. Source: Reuters <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05162002/reu_47235.asp>

************************************

ANTARCTIC ICE MELT POSES WORLDWIDE THREAT The Antarctic Peninsula ice shelves are cracking up, and on the face of things, it is the most serious thaw since the end of the last ice age 12,000 years ago. The breakup of the ice shelves in itself is a natural process of renewal, but the size and rate of production of icebergs &#151 some the size of major cities &#151 is alarming scientists, who blame global warming. Source: Reuters <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05152002/reu_47216.asp> 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SANDSTORM-SWEPT CHINA TO SPEND BILLIONS ON TREES China will spend several hundred billion yuan in the next 10 years to protect forests and plant green belts as it combats blinding sandstorms, illegal logging, and rapid soil erosion, a top forestry official said on Tuesday. Lei Jiafu, deputy chief of the State Forestry Administration, brushed aside concerns that millions of the country's struggling farmers would be forced to sacrifice their cropland and receive little in return as part of the massive forestation scheme. Source: Reuters <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05152002/reu_47213.asp>

 ------------------------------------------------------------------- 

U.S. SUBSIDIES RING ALARM BELLS FOR AFRICA FARMERS African commentators blasted a new law to protect the U.S. farm industry Tuesday, saying the measure made a mockery of Washington's calls for the continent to embrace free trade. President Bush signed a law boosting crop and dairy subsidies by 67 percent Monday, a move African farmers fear will prove a major hurdle in their quest to find badly needed overseas markets. "This is terrible and it is scaring us," said Zambian Agriculture Minister Mundia Sikatana in Lusaka. "They are the same people who tell us not to subsidize production but are doing exactly that." Source: Reuters <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05152002/reu_47217.asp>

 ------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LANDMARK CALIFORNIA AUTO EMISSIONS BILL MAY STALL A landmark bill that would make California the first state in the nation to regulate vehicle greenhouse gas emissions may run out of gas this week as a number of lawmakers drop support for the measure, officials said Tuesday. The bill, which would set new emissions standards that auto industry representatives say could drive sport utility vehicles, pick-up trucks, and minivans off the road, is expected to go to the state Assembly for a final vote Thursday &#151 its last stop before heading to Gov. Gray Davis, who has not taken a position on it. Source: Reuters <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05152002/reu_47214.asp> 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

POACHERS KILL RWANDAN ENDANGERED MOUNTAIN GORILLAS Poachers in Rwanda have killed two of the world's last remaining mountain gorillas, a highly endangered species, in an attempt to capture and sell their young, Rwandan wildlife conservation officials said. "With just some 350 of them remaining, the population is so fragile that every individual lost is significant in terms of the viability of the mountain gorilla," said Katie Fawcett, director of the Karisoke Research Centre in the northwestern town of Ruhengeri. <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05152002/reu_47221.asp>

*********************************************************************** ANNAN URGES WORLD SUMMIT TO REHABILITATE THE EARTH NEW YORK, New York, May 14, 2002 (ENS) - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is looking ahead three months to August 26 when the World Summit on Sustainable Development opens in Johannesburg, South Africa. Intended as a 10 year reinvigoration of Agenda 21 agreed at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, Annan sees the gathering as a means to rehabilitate the Earth. For full text and graphics visit: <http://ens-news.com/ens/may2002/2002L-05-14-01.html> ***********************************************************************

ASIA-PACIFIC COUNTRIES AT RISK FROM MISMANAGED OCEANS, EXPERTS SAY Poor management of the world's seas is destroying ecosystems and threatening the sustainability of fisheries, international marine experts said Monday. "The degradation of the environment is worsening, so many of our marine ecosystems are not functioning very well," said Chua Thia Eng, regional program director of the Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia, which comprises scientists from 11 nations. Source: Associated Press <http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05142002/ap_47208.asp>

******************************

THOUSANDS OF UNDERGROUND FUEL TANKS LEAK UNSEEN

WASHINGTON DC, May 9, 2002 (ENS), More than 76,000 leaking underground storage tanks across the country are polluting the nation’s groundwater, while the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) can do little to solve the problem.  http://ens-news.com/ens/may2002/2002L-05-09-05.html

*****************************

BREAKAWAY BERGS DISRUPT ANTARCTIC ECOSYSTEM

WASHINGTON, DC, May 9, 2002 (ENS) - Another large iceberg has newly calved from the Ross Ice Shelf, the National Ice Center has confirmed. Iceberg C-18 is the latest in a series of bergs to break away from the warming Antarctic ice mass.  http://ens-news.com/ens/may2002/2002L-05-09-01.html

****************

UN: POLLUTION KILLS THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN

NEW YORK, New York, May 10, 2002 (ENS) - About 5,500 children die each day around the world from diseases caused by polluted air, water and food, concludes a new study released Thursday by three United Nations agencies. The report details the deadly threat that environmental degradation poses to the Earth's most vulnerable citizens.

***************************

BID TO END FISH SUBSIDIES HITS OPPOSITION AT WTO A bid by eight countries including the United States for a World Trade Organization (WTO) pact to cut back fishing subsidies is facing tough opposition from Japan and South Korea, trade sources said Tuesday.   The eight &#151 ranging from Iceland in the North Atlantic to the Philippines, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Australia, and New Zealand in the Pacific Basin &#151 argue the subsidies have led to overfishing and massive depletion of a major food resource.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05082002/reu_47146.asp

***************************

EAT NO SEA BASS CAMPAIGN A HIT IN NATION'S CAPITAL  WASHINGTON, DC, May 8, 2002 (ENS) - Chilean sea bass is tender and delicious, a high value item on restaurant menus, but the fish is facing commercial extinction within the next five years unless pirate fishing is ended.

http://ens-news.com/ens/may2002/2002L-05-08-03.html

***************************

XEROX SAVED $2 BILLION THROUGH ECO-DESIGN AND MANUFACTURING The Xerox Corporation has announced that its efforts to design environmentally friendly products and manufacturing processes over the past ten years have resulted in more than $2 billion in costs saved or avoided, and the equivalent of 1.8 million printers and copiers reused or recycled. "In 1991 we pledged to be an environmentally responsible corporate citizen, and designing for the environment became fundamental to the way we do business," said Jack C. Azar, Xerox vice president of environment, health & safety.  Source: GreenBiz.com  

http://enn.com/news/enn-stories/2002/05/05012002/s_47053.asp

***************************

MOST AMERICANS BREATHE POLLUTED AIR, SAYS SURVEY More than half of all Americans breathe polluted air that can damage their health because the government doesn't fully enforce clean air laws, the American Lung Association said Wednesday.   Standards are in place to cut back pollution, but since they are not being enforced, nearly 400 counties in the United States have smog levels above the legal limits, the group said.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/05/05012002/reu_47075.asp

***************************

CONFERENCE HOPES TO REVERSE SEA TURTLE EXTINCTION TREND Leatherback sea turtles have outlived dinosaurs, but they may not survive humans, scientists warned Tuesday.  The ancient giants, once plentiful in the Pacific Ocean, have plummeted in numbers over the last 13 years from the hundreds of thousands to an estimated 40,000 worldwide.    http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04242002/ap_47016.asp

***************************

NEW YORK'S PROPOSED RECYCLING HALT ANGERS ENVIRONMENTALISTS The nation's recycling movement has been steadily expanding for three decades --; so much that it has become almost standard practice for people to separate their paper, plastic and glass.  But in the nation's biggest city --; and the one that produces the most garbage &#8211; New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg wants to temporarily do away with most recycling in an effort to close a nearly $5 billion budget gap.  

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04232002/ap_recycling_47000.asp

***************************

POWER PLANT EMISSIONS BLAMED FOR PREMATURE DEATHS

WASHINGTON, DC, April 18, 2002 (ENS) - Almost 6,000 premature deaths can be blamed each year on pollution from 80 power plants in the Midwest and Southeast, charges a report released by a consulting firm and a former enforcement officer from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The study looked at the emissions from plants run by eight utility companies cited by the Justice Department in 1999 and 2000 for violating the Clean Air Act.

  http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-18-06.html

*****************************

GLOBAL WARMING FILLS GLACIAL LAKES TO BURSTING

GENEVA, Switzerland, April 18, 2002  (ENS) - At least 44 glacial lakes high in the Himalayas are filling so rapidly they could burst their banks in as little as five years, an international team of scientists has found.

http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-18-01.html

****************************

OFFSHORE WIND FARM APPROVED FOR WINDIEST COUNTRY IN EUROPE

LONDON, United Kingdom, April 18, 2002 (ENS) - The single largest offshore wind farm in the United Kingdom won approval Wednesday from Minister for Energy, Brian Wilson.  
http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-18-02.html

****************************

NEW HAMPSHIRE PASSES NATION'S FIRST CO2 CAP

CONCORD, New Hampshire, April 22, 2002 (ENS) - New Hampshire has become the first state to pass legislation aimed at reducing emissions of carbon dioxide, one of the so called greenhouse gases linked to global warming.  State officials said they hope that other states, and the federal government, will follow New Hampshire's example and take action to curb climate change.  http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-22-06.html

****************************

G-8 ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS SPLIT OVER GLOBAL WARMING

BANFF, Alberta, Canada, April 15, 2002 (ENS) - "The state of the environment worldwide continues to degrade," environment ministers from the G-8 industrial countries concluded after their annual meeting which wound up here on Sunday. In their two day closed door meeting, the ministers wrestled with the increasingly complex and urgent problem of global warming and the Kyoto climate protocol.

http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-15-03.html

****************************

COMMONLY USED PESTICIDE BLAMED FOR MUTATIONS IN FROGS Male frogs exposed to even very low doses of a common weed killer can develop multiple sex organs &#151 sometimes both male and female &#151 researchers in California have discovered.  "I was very much surprised," at the impact of atrazine on developing frogs, said Tyrone B. Hayes of the University of California at Berkeley.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04162002/ap_46942.asp

****************************

AUTHORITIES ESTIMATE MORE THAN 10,000 GALLONS OF OIL SPILLED INTO MICHIGAN RIVER A mysterious spill has sent more than 10,000 gallons of oil into the Rouge River near Detroit in the last five days, baffling officials who have been unsuccessful in pinpointing its source.  The spill has gotten bigger each day since it was discovered last week. The oil is believed to be industrial-grade waste oil.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04162002/ap_46946.asp

****************************

GREENPEACE PROTESTERS ATTACH THEMSELVES TO SHIP DOORS IN FOREST PROTEST Five protesters from the environmental group Greenpeace attached themselves on Monday to the doors of a ship carrying wood they said was from an ancient African rain forest. They vowed not to come down until authorities agree to return the timber to Cameroon.  The protesters fastened themselves to the top of the 100-foot-(30-meter-) high stern doors of the ship Roxane Delmas shortly after it arrived in this southeastern English port. Police urged them to come down.   http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04162002/ap_46943.asp

**************************************

CANBERRA, Australia, April 15, 2002 (ENS) - The latest scientific research has cast "a disturbing light" on the Japanese Whaling Association's push to encourage young people to eat more whale meat, says Australia's Parliamentary Secretary for the Antarctic, Dr. Sharman Stone.

 Japanese officials distributed the whale meat in Tokyo's youth fashion district on National Whale Day April 9, to stimulate support for a resumption of commercial whaling. Hundreds of people lined up to taste the free whale meat samples, usually a costly delicacy.

 "Unfortunately," said Dr. Stone, "what these unsuspecting consumers probably received was a cocktail of toxins and contaminants that have made their way into our seas and oceans, particularly during the last 50 years."  Dr. Roger Payne at the Whale Conservation Institute,  who has led over 100 expeditions to all oceans and studied every species of whale in the world, has warned that the highest concentration of endocrine disrupting compounds ever found in any animal came recently from a minke whale, the species presented for free tasting to Tokyo lunchtime shoppers. http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-15-02.html

**************************************

DWINDLING WATER SUPPLIES ARE THE WORLD'S BIGGEST CHALLENGE A lack of clean water will be the biggest issue facing the world in the next 50 years, and governments and business are failing to face up to the challenge, a senior Australian researcher said on Monday.   Graham Harris of the state-funded Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) told an environment conference in Melbourne that business needed to understand its dependence on the environment and create a new economic framework that focused on longer-term returns.  http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04092002/reu_46873.asp

******************

TRADE IN ANIMAL PARTS BIGGEST THREAT TO WILDLIFE IN ASIA, SAYS STUDY A rampant trade in animal parts such as rhino horns and bear paws for use in medicines and gourmet food is the single greatest threat to wildlife in Asia, an international conservation group warned Tuesday.  The extinction of species hunted for their parts or captured by traffickers in exotic animals is "a real, not theoretical problem," said a statement by Wildlife Conservation Society, which is based at the Bronx Zoo in New York City.  http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04102002/ap_46903.asp

************************

SCHOOLS CLOSED, COMMUTERS STRANDED AS COURT ORDERS POLLUTING BUSES OFF ROADS Schools were closed and commuters stranded Tuesday as nearly half of New Delhi's public buses were ordered off the roads by the Supreme Court for failing to switch to cleaner fuel.  The court has ordered all public buses in the Indian capital to modify their polluting diesel engines to run on compressed natural gas (CNG), whose emissions are less noxious. Only about half of New Delhi's 12,000 buses have switched to CNG during the three-year deadline the court set in 1998.   http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04102002/ap_46902.asp

***********************************************************************

POACHERS PREY ON RHINOS IN NEPAL'S ROYAL CHITWAN PARK By Deepak Gajurel

KATHMANDU, Nepal, April 8, 2002 (ENS) - Conservationists here are shocked to learn that 39 endangered one-horned rhinoceros have been found dead during past 12 months in Royal Chitwan National Park. The majority were killed by poachers, new information released by the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC) reveals. http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-08-02.html

***********************************************************************

WORLD SHARK CONSERVATION SINKING IN SEA OF APATHY

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, April 8, 2002 (ENS) - Sharks of the world are at risk, but only 16 of the dozens of nations with shark fisheries are working towards shark conservation, the international organization responsible for trade in endangered species will be told this week. http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-08-01.html

**************************************

TIMBER HARVEST DESTROYING MEXICAN BUTTERFLY FOREST

WASHINGTON, DC, April 3, 2002 (ENS) - Logging in the Mexican cloud belt  forests in which hundreds of millions of monarch butterflies spend the  winter has increased, despite decades of legal protection for the forests  and the insects. A new study warns that if the timber harvest continues  unchecked, most of the monarch's overwintering habitat will be gone within  decades.  http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2002/2002L-04-03-06.html

**************************************

MOST U.S. COASTAL WATERS POLLUTED  WASHINGTON, DC, April 2, 2002 (ENS) - Almost half the nation's coastal  waters are so polluted that their usefulness to humans and their ability to  support aquatic life are impaired, finds a new report by a quartet of  federal agencies. The study, the first environmental report card on the  condition of the nation's coastal waters, rates the quality of these  resources as fair to poor. 

 http://click.topica.com/maaajQ4aaRG69a379zib/

**************************************

DIVERTED, POLLUTED, DAMMED: AMERICA'S RIVERS IN JEOPARDY-- WASHINGTON, DC, April 2, 2002 (ENS) - The longest river in North America is the most endangered. The Missouri River tops the annual America's Most Endangered Rivers list issued today by the conservation group American Rivers.

http://click.topica.com/maaajQ4aaRG7ba379zib/

**************************************

CHINA INVESTS IN ELECTRIC CARS TO COMBAT POLLUTION China plans to invest 880 million yuan (US$106 million) to develop electric vehicles to combat air pollution, state media said on Tuesday.   Domestic companies would be funded by the government over the next few years to develop vehicles that run on electricity or other power sources, the China Daily newspaper said.   http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04032002/reu_46837.asp

**************************************

EPA CHIEF CHRISTIE WHITMAN ANNOUNCES PLAN TO CLEAN UP  THE GREAT LAKES Christie Whitman, chief of the Environmental Protection Agency, visited this Lake Michigan city on Tuesday to announce a Bush administration plan to clean up and restore the Great Lakes.  She said the plan addresses the most serious problems facing the five lakes, including sediment contamination, the proliferation of nonnative species, loss of habitat, and the production of fish unsafe for eating. http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04032002/ap_46842.asp

**************************************

U.S. GOVERNMENT STUDY SAYS ALASKA DRILLING IS HARMFUL Opening Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling could harm caribou, snow geese, and other wildlife, a new U.S. government study said Friday, despite the Bush administration's assurances that oil exploration would have little impact.   The report, written by the Interior Department's U.S. Geological Survey, was published 10 days before the U.S. Senate is due to launch a contentious debate on whether to allow drilling in the pristine refuge on Alaska's northern coast.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/04/04022002/reu_46823.asp

**************************************

Beauty Aids Contaminating Waterways Wed Mar 13,12:15 AM ET By JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA, AP Science Writer A government analysis shows the nation's waterways are awash in traces of chemicals used in beauty aids, medications, cleaners and foods. Scientists say that the problem is that these substances largely escape regulation and defy municipal wastewater treatment.  The compounds are sold on supermarket shelves and found in virtually every medicine cabinet and broom closet, as well as farms and factories. And they are flushed or rinsed down the drain every day. But they do not disappear, researchers warn.

"Compounds that we use in households or even consume can persist though wastewater treatment and affect resources on a pretty broad scale," said Herb Buxton, USGS coordinator of the USGS toxic substances hydrology program.

For example, many scientists suspect the widespread use of anti-bacterial agents in human medicines, household cleaners and veterinary medicines has encouraged the development of germs that are resistant to antibiotics.

Exposure to even tiny amounts may result in cumulative risks, they said, especially when the compounds combine in unanticipated ways.

******************************

JURY FINDS MONSANTO LIABLE FOR PCB POLLUTION

ANNISTON, Alabama, February 25, 2002 (ENS) - Chemical giant Monsanto is responsible for polluting the town of Anniston, Alabama, with tons of toxic PCBs, a jury ruled Friday. The ruling is a major victory for residents of the contaminated town, who have sued the company over damage to their property, to their health, and to their emotional well being.  http://ens-news.com/ens/feb2002/2002L-02-25-06.html

*******************************

HIGH TECH U.S. TRASH FLOODS ASIA  By Cat Lazaroff

SEATTLE, Washington, February 26, 2002 (ENS) - Huge quantities of hazardous electronic wastes are being exported to China, Pakistan and India where they are processed in operations that are extremely harmful to human health and the environment, charges a new report by an international coalition of environmental organizations.

http://ens-news.com/ens/feb2002/2002L-02-26-07.html

**************************************

JAMAICA'S DREAM OF UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO WATER EVAPORATES  By Zadie Neufville

KINSGTON, Jamaica, March 27, 2002 (ENS) - The head of Jamaica's water protection agency the Underground Water Authority (UWA) says despite deterioration of watersheds across the island, water shortages are largely due to government's inability to develop available water sources.  http://ens-news.com/ens/mar2002/2002L-03-27-03.html

*************************************

By the middle of the 21st Century, the Arctic could be Ice free in the middle of the Summer.

Since the 1950's there's been a 40% reduction in thickness of the Summer Polar ice.

****************************************

MEXICAN POWER PLANTS PLAN TO AVOID U.S. REGULATIONS

SAN DIEGO, California, March 20, 2002 (ENS) - Two planned power plants are stirring controversy along the U.S.-Mexico border in southern California. Conservation groups have filed suit against the U.S. government challenging permits granted to utilities for electrical transmission lines that would carry power from the electrical generation plants being built three miles inside of Mexico to homes and businesses in the United States.http://ens-news.com/ens/mar2002/2002L-03-20-06.html

**************************************

NORTH SEA MARINE LIFE TRASHED, WWF WARNS MINISTERS

BERGEN, Norway, March 20, 2002 (ENS) - European environment ministers were confronted by a giant set of scales outside their meeting here today symbolizing the tons of marine creatures that are accidentally caught only to be thrown back dead or dying into the North Sea. http://ens-news.com/ens/mar2002/2002L-03-20-03.html

********************************

SANDSTORMS HIT CHINA, THREATEN GREEN OLYMPICS DREAM Sandstorms enveloped Beijing in an apocalyptic orange sky on Wednesday, casting a pall of doubt over whether the host of the 2008 Olympics can fight off the onslaught of choking desertification.   The skies of the famously polluted Chinese capital, which pinned its winning pitch for the games on the concept of a "Green Olympics," turned from gray to yellow to orange.http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/03/03212002/ap_46738.asp

---------------------------------

NEW HAMPSHIRE DROUGHT PUTS SPOTLIGHT ON WATER RIGHTS, WATER BOTTLER'S PLANS New Hampshire's worst drought in 37 years is spurring a debate over who controls underground water &#151 and an outcry over a bottled water company's hopes to draw water from aquifers.  The debate is loudest in Nottingham and Barrington, small towns in southeastern New Hampshire where USA Springs of Pelham proposes building a water bottling plant that would withdraw up to 439,000 gallons a day from the ground. That's enough water to supply 2,200 homes a day.http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/03/03212002/reu_46725.asp

 ***********************************

TRAWLER BAN NEEDED NOW, SCIENCE PANEL REPORTS

WASHINGTON, DC, March 19, 2002 (ENS) - Bottom trawling, a method of fishing that drags big, heavy nets across the sea floor, is killing vast numbers of marine animals, warns a new report from the National Academy of Sciences. The panel responsible for the report recommends that the government close some areas to all trawlers, and limit trawler access to other regions.  http://ens-news.com/ens/mar2002/2002L-03-19-06.html

***************************************

GLOBAL WARMING SHATTERS GIANT ANTARCTIC ICE SHELF An Antarctic ice shelf the size of a small country has disintegrated under the impact of global warming, scientists said on Tuesday. Although scientists at the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) predicted four years ago the eventual disintegration of the giant Larsen B ice shelf &#151 3,250 square kilometers (1,255 square mile) and 200 meters (655 feet) deep &#151 they were astounded by the speed of the break up.http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/03/03202002/reu_46711.asp

************************************

DESERTIFICATION SEEN RAVAGING FARMING AND WILDLIFE Desertification is devastating farm production and the variety of plant and animal life in many parts of the world, adding to pressure to produce food more efficiently, delegates at a conference said on Sunday.   "We continue to lose good land to desertification through wind and water erosion, salinity, urbanization, and unsuitable farming practices," said Adel El-Beltagy, director-general of the Syria-based International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA). http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/03/03192002/reu_46703.asp

************************************

RFK JR. WARNS ALBERTA AGAINST HOG INDUSTRY EXPANSION Robert F. Kennedy Jr. warned Alberta Monday that policies aimed at expanding its C$600 million (US$380 million) hog industry would lead to an influx of huge "factory farms" that would poison the Canadian province's water supply and squeeze out family operations.   Kennedy, an environmental activist, said the multinational pork sector has targeted Alberta as its next beachhead after many industry practices &#151 spreading waste from tens of thousands of pigs on agricultural land or into lagoons, for instance &#151 have been declared illegal in the United States.

http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/03/03192002/reu_46700.asp

************************************

Desertification Seen Ravaging Farming and Wildlife Sun Mar 17, 1:23 PM ET By David Brough

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (Reuters) - Desertification is devastating farm production and the variety of plant and animal life in many parts of the world, adding to pressure to produce food more efficiently, delegates at a conference said Sunday.

"We continue to lose good land to desertification through wind and water erosion, salinity, urbanization and unsuitable farming practices," said Adel El-Beltagy, director-general of the Syria-based International Center for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA).

Brian Johnson, a leading British geneticist, said intensive farming methods, such as over-grazing, were degrading soils at an alarming rate and cutting their capacity to hold water.

"Drought is the worst enemy of the poor," he told the conference entitled "Biotechnology and sustainable development: Voices of the South and North."

He estimated that one billion people live in the world's dry areas, which for the most part stretch across Central and West Asia and North Africa, from Kazakhstan to Mauritania.

Johnson told delegates about 40 percent of the world's agricultural land was severely degraded, destroying the habitats of animal and plant life. "Bird populations are under siege worldwide," he said.

Desertification withdraws the water and nutrients from the soil needed to maintain diversity of plant and animal life, threatening earth's fragile eco-system, delegates said.

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020317/sc_nm/food_biotech_desertification_dc_1&cid=585

